
Coming into the Summer Research Program, Anahid Yahjian had a head start on her 

project; she happens to be revisiting a topic she started working on almost a year 

ago. An ECLS major, Yahjian’s research centers around a literary work: an 1891 

Armenian novel whose title translates to “The Fool.” Written by Raffi, who is 

“considered the Shakespeare of the Armenian community,” the work is said to have 

inspired the Armenian revolutionary independence movement. According to Yahjian, 

“the work hasn’t been approached academically beyond that…[but] I believe there is 

more to it.” She is reading it in the original Armenian as well as in the English 

translation, the better to conduct an accurate literary analysis of the author’s word 

choices and their intended effects. Her academic exploration of the subject at hand is 

hardly limited to the literary, however. Incorporating strong elements of philosophy, 

history, and linguistics into the project was , in Yahjian’s words,  “inevitable.” In  fact,

the linguistics angle was where the idea for this research first started. When Professor Warren Montag, a 

linguist, found out that Yahjian speaks Armenian and Bulgarian, he suggested that she work on something 

that connects her linguistic abilities with her training as an ECLS major. With that advice, she “decided to give 

this project a shot and it just bloomed from there.” Having grown up in Los Angeles as a member of the largest 

diaspora population of Armenians outside of Armenia, Yahjian has always been proud of where she comes 

from, but this project has allowed her to approach her heritage “beyond an emotional nationalistic sense, 

[instead] trying to approach that intellectually and academically.” And, though she’s been working on this 

particular topic for a long time, she insists that she hasn’t gotten tired of it yet. “I’m re-reading the book, and 

finding new things every time I read it.” It’s a good thing, too, since she plans on turning it into her
honors thesis. For right now, however Yahjian is “immersed in this whole summer research thing.”


